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Subject: Appointment of Independent Persons  
 

Report to: London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time)  
 
Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat  
 

Date: 19 June 2013 

 
This report will be considered in public. 
 
 
 

1. Summary  
 

1.1 In June 2012, the Assembly agreed, jointly with the Mayor, to appoint four Independent Persons 

under Section 28(7) of the Localism Act 2011 to assist in the complaints-handling process under the 

new Standards regime, for a period of one year, starting on 1 July 2012.  The Assembly is now asked 

to consider extending the current period of appointment of two of the four current Independent 

Persons until 30 June 2014, noting that such extension is also subject to approval by the Mayor. 
 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That it be agreed to extend the current period of appointment to 30 June 2014 of 

Suzanne McCarthy and Alan Simcock as Independent Persons to act in accordance with 

Section 28(7) of the Localism Act 2011 and assist in the complaints-handling process 

under the GLA’s Standards regime noting that such extension is also subject to approval 

by the Mayor. 

 

 

3. Background and Issues for Consideration 
 

Role of Independent Persons  

3.1 In accordance with the Localism Act 2011 (the Act), arrangements must be put in place for the 

appointment by the Authority of at least one Independent Person whose views must be sought  

and taken into account by the Authority before it makes its decision on an allegation against an 

elected Member that it has decided to investigate. The Independent Person’s views may be 

sought by a member or co-opted member of the Authority if that person’s behaviour is the 

subject of an allegation, and may also be sought by the Authority in relation to an allegation it 

has not yet decided to investigate.  

 

3.2 Following the London Assembly and the Mayor’s joint decision in respect of the GLA’s new 

standards regime and the decision to recruit Independent Persons, the Assembly and Mayor 

agreed in June 2012 to appoint Lucy Dennett, Claer Lloyd-Jones, Suzanne McCarthy and Alan 

Simcock as Independent Persons for the period 1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013 to assist in the 

discharge of complaints-handling.   

 



        

3.3 The Act prevents relevant authorities (including the GLA) from appointing individuals as 

Independent Persons who have been members or co-opted members of the authority during the 

preceding 5 years.  The Act therefore excluded former independent members of the Standards 

Committee being appointed as Independent Persons.  Following representations from the local 

government community, the Government made transitional arrangements to allow the appointment 

of someone who had been an independent chairman or member of the authority’s standards 

committee as an Independent Person for a period of one year only.  This enabled the GLA to appoint 

Claer Lloyd-Jones and Lucy Dennett as Independent Persons until 30 June 2013, providing 

continuity during the transitional period in the first year of the new GLA Standards regime. The 

legislation does not allow the Authority to appoint or extend the period of appointment of Claer 

Lloyd-Jones or Lucy Dennett as Independent Persons for any further period after 1 July 2013. 

 

3.4 It is now proposed to re-appoint Suzanne McCarthy and Alan Simcock as Independent Persons 

and to review the position at the end of this further period. 

 

 

4. Legal Implications 
 

4.1 Section 28(7) provides that arrangements must be put in place under which allegations can be 

investigated and action taken which must include provision for the appointment of at least one 

independent person.  The Localism Act 2011 does not limit the number of independent persons 

who can be appointed by an authority.   The role of the independent person is set out at 

paragraph 3.1. 
 

4.2 Section 28(8)(b) prevents a person being appointed as an independent person if at any time during 

the 5 years ending with the appointment, the person was a member, co-opted member or officer of 

the authority, which includes former independent members of the Standards Committee.  However, 

the Localism Act 2011 (Commencement No.6 and Transitional Savings and Transitory Provisions) 

Order 2012 dis-applied this section in relation to appointments made before 1st July 2013.  Article 

7(2A) prevents the appointment of a former Independent Member after 1 July 2013. 

 
 
5. Financial Implications 
 

5.1 The London Assembly and Mayor have agreed that the Independent Persons will be paid an 

allowance of £125 for attendance at any formal meeting and/or on each occasion on which they 

are asked to provide written views to the Monitoring Officer in relation to a formal complaint 

under investigation. (However, they will not be paid an allowance for the times when they may 

be consulted by a Member or complainant.)  

 

5.2 The attendance allowances paid to Independent Persons for the period of July 2013 to June 

2014 will be met from the Standards element of the Corporate Management Team budgets for 

2013-14 and 2014-15.  Provision for expenditure in 2014-15 is subject to the annual budget 

setting process.  
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Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
None 

 

Contact Officer: Teresa Young and Joanna Brown, Senior Committee Officers 
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Appendix 1 
 

Appointment of Independent Persons 
 
 

The current period of appointment of the following candidates as Independent Persons is recommended for 

extension until 30 June 2014: 

 

 

Suzanne McCarthy 

 

Suzanne is currently the Immigration Services Commissioner and has been since 2005. Prior to this Suzanne 

has worked for the Financial Services Compensation Scheme and Human Fertilisation and Embryology 

Authority as the Chief Executive. Suzanne has non-executive experience as a Board Member and Chair for 

Committees such as Risk and Audit. 

 

Alan Simcock 

 

Alan has previously been a member (from 2008) and Chair (from 2009) of the Standards Committee of 

LFEPA. Alan is currently acting voluntarily as Joint Co-ordinator of the United Nations’ Group of Experts on 

the Assessment of the Global Marine Environment. Alan has worked in the Civil Service for 35 years and was 

responsible for the development of the first statutory National Code of Local Government Conduct. 

 

 

 

 


